
With election season coming up, students gathered at the end of the NorCal Media Day to listen 
to a student-led panel discussing the ethics behind covering politics. 
 
The Election Coverage Roundtable session was held by Maya Ng-Yu and Clara Mizock, the 
editors of the Berkeley High Jacket, as well as Crystal Bai and Adley Vogel, the editors of the 
Menlo Coat of Arms publications. 
 
Throughout the session, the four students discussed the bridge between opinion and coverage 
surrounding politics on a national and local level. 
 
“Covering politics can be a dangerous game as it can be extremely hard to remove bias from 
the reporting of a political issue. As a journalist, it is important to acknowledge your bias of the 
issue, but do not let it influence the writing,” Ng-Yu said. 
 
According to the editors on the panel, political reporting relies on a basis of truth, as well as a 
compelling factor that will captivate an audience whether or not they are interested in politics. 
 
“Journalism should not be a mouthpiece, but a bridge into the world of politics because not 
everyone will have the same context surrounding a political argument which means the reporter 
must make their work accessible to different scopes of readers,” Vogel said. 
 
With this advice, the panel utilized the example of the Climate Change protest and how a 
reporter must go about covering such a controversial political issue without intertwining opinion 
with fact. 
 
Bai said, “When attending an event of that political scale, it is important to choose a stance of a 
protester or a reporter so that there is little to no bias clouding the article.” 
 
In addition to enforcing a lack of bias when covering politics, the panel also discussed how it 
can be beneficial to juxtapose the politics of a school with politics on a national level within an 
article in order to appeal to a less politically involved audience as a student journalist. 
 
“A personal example of merging school politics with national politics would be when a student 
logged into everyone’s school portal and rigged a student government election in favor of 
himself,” Mizock said. “When covering this scandal, I compared it to the importance of honest 
voting on a national level which was an effort in making an important political issue more 
applicable to student life.” 
 
At the end of the session, the editors left the students attendees with a final message of the 
importance of reporting the truth when covering politics and how highschool journalists have a 
larger impact on today’s political climate than many believe. 
 



Mizock said, “It is important that student journalists understand that their work has the power to 
influence the political climate of today. Our stories have the potential to influence the students’ 
views on important political issues and it is crucial that we use that voice.” 
 
 
 
 


